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Ostriches in view
on the Internet

[k ostrtehies really bury
their heads in the samd?

The Intermet is proba-
bily the only place you can
find information  aboaat
the most esoteric of topics.

Bul oflen the inlorma
ticen is part of 8 marketing
plan rather than knowl-
edge for its own sake

The Imternet has
evolved from an almost
purely svddemic mediim
Lo & eommercial one. ‘This
is offen true of the Waorld
Wide Weh’

Mol long ago, a company
that deals in ostriches g
my  attemtion. They
clatmed thai they were
the firsl o provide infor
mation about ostriches on
the Internet I, however,
did  find  other:  who
offered information about
thi long necked birds.

If vou dont mind long
web addgesses, you'll find
same interesting [(acts
about the birds from g st
dent's page at the Univer-
sity of Michigan
(higptwwwoilitd umich, e
duwbiodoc.cgitC hordata/Av
esStrthioniformesStrth
ifmid.nn.ﬂl.mlhlu_tame!us_l'
LK :

But most of the other
information RRTREH
asiriches has a commer-

cial motive,  They wanl
your business )
One such company is

the Ostrich Meat and har-
keting Compgny
Chttpiwwwommcom.anin
dexchiml), They offer web
travellers & greal deal of

information about
ostriches, thelr history
iand facis about ostrich

products, as well as the
industry in Australia

Their site isn't actually
selling anything ouwtright.
'Thv_l.' Flmply Hst thelr eom-
pany address, fax and
telephones  numbers  on
thislF B iy,

Anather company im the
Intermel osirich trade is
Usiriches Un Line. Based
in Chicags, it 18 one con-
pany that isn'l burving its
head in the =and on Inter
nel markeling

“We're looking to creats
ownrld wide estrich mar-
kel The Internet is the
ideal plece e do this”
=ays  Steve Warringion,
president of Ostriches On
L,

C=inehes Un Line have
developed an interesting
[nterneit marketing plan
Thelr web . siie  offers
information  on  ostrich
[Rrming. ostrich cuisine
and a 50t sell for
invesiors  inferested  in
thelr business.

Warringlon listed every
wealb page connected with
Fuis =1le o Bamasrogs
search engines. In fact. if
vl dao i search on the Nl

for "oslriches,” the first 50
sites Lol will be listed are
imost likely his,

In March, Osinches On
Line began publishing a
weekly newszletter. Today,
there are over 4000 sub-

goribers 1o i1 the waorld
over. And Warringlon suys
that he's adding 300 to 00
new subseribers a week.

With little more than o
few osirich ege=s a5 invest-
ment. Steve  Warrington
and (amily started an
ostrich farm in Manches-
ter, England, in 1992,

Osiriches {n Line
thitpet'www.achicver.cono
sirich) — the actual Inter-
net aspeoet of the business
— began its Internet oper-
ation In late Dwetober of
1R

Ostrich  meat, leather
goads nnd eggs for hreed-
g are just a part of the
Ostriches On Lines busi-
ness Warringlon has
business interesis in &t
least B counlres around
Lhee glaobee,

Warrington claims that
he recognized an opportu-
ity when he eouldn't find
anyvthing nboui ostriches
on the Internet So, he
devided Lo create a com-

rehensive site about the
irds  and relited busl-
NeEsEs

Warrington knows that
nol wll of his elienls —
mostly ostrich [armers —
have [nternet access, Hut
they're still reading the

woekly newsletier
because athers in  the
Basi figeis e sending

them copies of it, he savs.
(ktriches ©On Line's
clients include restaurant
paiers 1 the  Undbed
States, Although he hasn't

yet expandod into
Canada, Warrington soon
buipees L

Thie biggest problem he
faces is povernment regu-
Intlons, a2ovs Warrington
The vstrich business has
come under greater gov-
ernment seruliny in many
countmes. In the US, the
Securities Exchange Com-
mizsion has lnvestigated
the ostrich trode  aller
investors lost nuoney,

And, az a final nole,
astriches don't  actually
bury their heads in the
sand. That's Just i myth,

Chorles Gal  can e
reached om the Weh oo
hitpiltwww. nalberts cuf-c

Ea o ha et
cgaldgpo.srv.aalberbea




