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Orriches On Line, whech calls ieself “the warld's
targest internaticnal gstrich compainy,” you'll find
yourell ar the dooe of Steve Warringron's modetr home

it Elrmwood Park. There's no big bird there, and no
saaff eirher, just 0 small bving room pmmed wieh booes
of frathers and other psarich paraphernalia, o seripas
compuier ietispy, and Wamingron, an amuabile $9-vear-
nbd Englivhman with a gt for promooson and & mas-
sicin. He wanii fo pur ostrich mear o6 your plads,
oscrich skin on your back, an astrich oil on your kiser,

Both Warrington and the oserich induseey are in
turnarcand. In 1995 Warrington lost his investmen:
in 3 securty business when his paroser ook off: then
hin wide left Bim. °1 was a big low at che time,” he
says. {Those Hrits, so understared } He sesdited hi par-
enrs saggesrian thet e come home and ren che famd-
Iy farm in Manchescer, bur wihen his Ftber complained
abaur 8 lack of [1;! |'|:'r|1-.1||n-r| an osarich H_rm.nli;
".!l:-'ﬂrmg;rur. Thﬂﬂﬁht bie ool I|r|r "1 he just BOTTEn
orito the Ineernes,” e recalle *1 said. ‘Dos't warry,
Dad. I'm sure everyrhing will ke an cthe Mer " When |
loaked, chde was nothing.”

Bingo. In thas vacuam Warrington saw his fumire.
He sald lais car for §5,000 w0 be'd have cash o Live on,
marved into the Elmwoce] Park hinge, and sarred his
biziness. on a bormowed compuee. Origieally he planied
1 sell merrich hides on the Internet: “That failed —miser-
abdy,” ler mays. Buar be turned an csrrich farm business
plan he'd wrireen for big fsther ineo o w@lsble sofrwsme
pragram, and chings peckosd up. Th peach potential cus-
romners he sarved o Web site and a newslerrer; won be
war selling everything from feacher boas and £kt o
chartered plancloads of the eight-fooe, 300-pound s,

The oserech induscry gor its star m the mad- 190
cemtury, when the frathers of these figheless African
gimnis became stanis symbals bn Bisrope. By the end af
the centwry astrich feathers were South Afreca’s fled-
largess induscry, surpassed only by gold end dismond
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Web entrepreneur
STEVE WARRINGTOM thinks
he has a bird in the hand.

mindng. Dharing Woeld War I, however, the business
came 10 a suwdden |'I..I.|.r—|!|,|nr (111 |'r:,l the Wr, the motar
car (wiel 1t lamited hat room), and & prasiscement
by England’s queen thae the plumes were no longer in
gl taave, It was M0 years belore che incluasery began
to gear up again—rthis teme exporring hides—and
amilser M) years betore Sourh Africa started 1o expart
cerrich mear, Meapwhile the feachers were sold far
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dusters. Thete were peethess producs, Warsington
says! ostrich hide i the srrongest leather commercially
available, gnd avtesch Hesh offers che red-meat Pn:!l‘fll.'l
aof beel with fewer calories and less cholesperol than
skinless chicken. Even the feathers have & unique,
I.‘I'ﬂlﬂl'lle PrOpEIm). 4 MEgEEbve 1an thai Jrruﬂlp ALETACLE
dusr, In the 19060, Warringron says, the South
Afnican EUVEIDIMENT, noding shat ne|r|'|.' the entire
world populatson of thin increasingly valuable animal
bised wichin its bosders, iatituoed the fiot of o series
of Bens oo the ot ol livessock.

Twenry yeary larer sopplin were so scarce thar
astrich-leather ooty were ferching o thossend dollan
a pair in the U5, and Ametican farmers were iiching
ta get inen the busines, With enoreprensiars hyping
the investment apporrunity, prices soared. Eggs thas
coat 323 in South Adrica sold for 3500 im ehe L1 5.-
ht!l’d'.l'tlg pasrs af biirds wepe parchased for & much as
80,000 by people boping o ger rich quisick en the
offspring. “People were gusrueing up o buy theie
things.” Warringron says. “They thawght it was gaing
o ga on farever” In the eatly 905, however, South
Aftica began to lift its export restrictions, and by 9%
the markes had callapsed. “There are many people
ik in the indostry codey wich huge loans for rhess
birds,” Warringtan says, people who gor inte the bisi-
ness for the wong reasons. Par everpone elie, be main-
taing, it's & great inshastry, snill in i early spages

When Warrington starved hiv newsbetter in Apeil ol
Ut it went s 200 B-manl addresses; it mow reaches
13,600, His Web sive, replere with ostrich faces and
photos, has swallen to 3,000 pages. You can find it at
www.pstnichesondine .com. IF you want a look at his free
classifieds, however, be forewarned: “The only way you
tan access my forwm i through o password; che anly
way youl cafl get a password iy to give me your inleoma-
tiom and your E-mail addrsa.” Do thet, and soon yeu'l]
be recesving regular communications on rstite nutrition
and the optimum theckness for oserich belly far



